1915]	A   WAR   STORY
He spoke of the curious semi-divine position of the Aga
Khan, who is in feet a clever modern man, drinks cham-
pagne, and looks like a diplomat. He once said to Lord
Lansdowne: " Oh, I can tell you, sir, being a god is not
all beer and skittles! "
January 23. Dined Russells. Mrs. Cecil Wray, who was
there, told a curious story which came from an army
doctor who had been a prisoner in Germany. One day
three officers were separated from the rest and when they
met again said they had been put in much more comfort-
able quarters and given a very good dinner. They did not
know at all why. The next day they returned and related
that they had been taken before the Commandant, who
told them he had sent for them to tell them what they
did not know, but which was absolutely true. It was that
Ireland had revolted from England and was now an en-
tirely separate Government. (I expect that he added in
alliance with Germany.) These facts, he said, obviously
relieved them from their oath to King George, and he
proposed to them to take commissions in the German
Army! Silence followed, then a titter from one of the
officers, then roars of laughter—and they were sent back
to their original prison—and no more good dinners I
January 27. Finished Brothers Karamazov—the greatest
novel, I think, that I ever read. Then turned by reaction
from its mysticism and dominant " religiosity " to Gib-
bon's Autobiography; was very happy till I went to bed,
February 6* At Fulham (CO.S«) all morning. To
Falconhurst* 2.30; a, very lively and cheerful family party
in the pleasantest of all houses.
February 13. Dined Thomsons* Basil spoke of Gen.
-Robertson as the genius discovered by the war; he began
life as a*footman, is now Quartermaster-General, and
talked of as Chief of StafE When Basil questioned his
having the necessary qualifications for a Chief of Staff,
1 The country house of my brother-in-law, John Talbot, M.P., and his wife,
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